THE PEIDE OF KADAMPUE            9
Hundred ". The ancient Greeks reckoned their neigh-hours beyond the Hellenic pale as "barbarians". So Brahmans and Kayasthas of Central Bengal styled their congeners north of the Ganges Bdrh, or "uncivilised". The epithet survives in Uttar (north) and Dakhin (south) Earhi, but has lost its offensive meaning. Barendra is another phrase for the inhabitants of a tract north of the Ganges, which answers to the modern districts of Eajshahi, Pabna, and Bogra.
Kanto Babu was evidently perplexed; but after reflecting for a short time he asked, " Now why should such a trifling matter cause any trouble whatever ? The time has long since passed away when arbitrary difference of clan was considered a bar to marriage among Kayasthas."
" You are quite right," was Kumodini Babu's reply, " and personally I am above these old-fashioned prejudices. My daughter-in-law may be Dakhin E&rhi, Banga-ja, or Barendri for all I care, provided she be comely, well-mannered and come of good stock. But will Shdm Babu be equally tolerant ? "
"That I can't say until I have consulted him/' answered Kanto Babu. " One thing more I must know. What is your idea of Dend Pdona (a word answering to our ' settlements *) ? "
, Edm! " exclaimed Kumodini Babu.   " Am